SOUTHERN INDIA
" Only two years; not more," replied the
astrologer after consulting the Rajah's horoscope,
The prince was troubled; and the Dewan,
seeing his distress of mind, said to the astrologer:
" How long will you live ?"
"Twenty years or more/' was the confident
reply*
The Dewan drew his sword and cut off the head
of the seer. Then turning to the Rajah he said;
** How is it possible for a man who does not
know the time of his own death, though it was
so near, to predict the time of your Highnesses
death ? Take courage, and do not believe in
superstitious men.**
Although this story is so well known, the power
of superstition is so great with the low-caste and
out-caste Hindu, that the Valluvan flourishes and
will continue to flourish for many years to come,
not only throughout South India, but also in
Ceylon; his impudent pronouncements will be
received with credulity, and he will be liberally
rewarded.